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Dear Partners and Guests:
Welcome to the 2021 PCOR Partnership Annual Meeting and thank you for your attendance! 

Annual Meeting
The PCOR Partnership Initiative to Accelerate Carbon Capture, Utilization, and Storage (CCUS) Deployment, 
funded by the U.S. Department of Energy, the North Dakota Industrial Commission, and participating 
member organizations, is accelerating the deployment of CCUS in the PCOR Partnership region. The Energy & 
Environmental Research Center leads the PCOR Partnership Initiative in collaboration with the University of 
Wyoming and the University of Alaska at Fairbanks.

We strive to engage all of our partners to ensure the PCOR Partnership Initiative provides the most value 
for your investment. Your input is a key component in determining the future direction of the industry, our 
program, and future events, and we look forward to hearing from you throughout the course of this meeting. 

Dinner and Networking Social
Just a short walk from the Snow King Resort, this year’s evening event at StillWest Brewery & Grill is a “taste 
of the West, with a view.” StillWest elevates the western experience—with open-air, mountainside dining 
on the patio that overlooks Snow King Mountain and a brewhouse-facing bar that’s the focal point of the 
restaurant. Social hour with appetizers begins at 6:00 p.m., followed by dinner at 7:00 p.m. 

Special Event Sponsors
I want to personally thank our special event sponsors for their incredible support. Without their generous 
contributions, our evening event last night at the Snow King Resort Grand View Ballroom and Patio and 
tonight’s dinner at the StillWest Brewery & Grill would not be possible. This year’s special event sponsors are 
Computer Modelling Group., KLJ Engineering, the Lignite Energy Council, Marathon Oil Corporation, Minnkota 
Power Cooperative, NITEC, the North Dakota Petroleum Council, Schlumberger, Seismos, Silixa, Steiner Oil & 
Gas, and Whiting Petroleum Corporation.

Event Services
We wish to make your experience at our meeting as positive and enjoyable as possible, so please contact 
Janelle or Heather at the registration desk if you have questions or need assistance. 

Following the Meeting
We value your feedback. By the end of the week, meeting presentations will be available on our partners-
only website, and an e-blast containing a link to the meeting evaluation form will be sent.

Please feel free to contact me anytime with questions or comments regarding the PCOR Partnership 
Initiative. I can be reached by phone at (701) 777-5236 or by e-mail at kconnors@undeerc.org. Again, thank 
you for your support, and enjoy your stay in Jackson!

								        Sincerely,
		

								        Kevin C. Connors
								        PCOR Partnership Program Manager
								        EERC Principal Policy & Regulatory Strategist
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Welcome Social and Networking Event (Snow King Resort)
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2021

5:30 p.m. 	 Welcome Social and Networking Event*		
	 Grand View Ballroom and Patio

PCOR Partnership Annual Meeting (Snow King Resort)
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2021

7:30 a.m.	 Registration, Networking, and Breakfast (provided) 

8:15 a.m.	 Welcome and Introductions – Launch the New Initiative
	 Kevin Connors, Energy & Environmental Research Center (EERC)

8:25 a.m.	 Welcome to Wyoming
	 Holly Krutka, University of Wyoming (UWY) School of Energy Resources 		

8:35 a.m.	 PCOR Partnership Accelerating CCUS 
	 Kevin Connors, EERC

9:00 a.m.	 Panel: Basin Electric Dry Fork Station – Integrated Test Center
	 •	 Moderator: Tyler Hamman, Basin Electric Power Cooperative (BEPC)
	 •	 Gavin McCollum, BEPC 
	 •	 Scott Quillinan, UWY
	 •	 Jason Begger, Wyoming Integrated Test Center (ITC) 

10:00 a.m.	 Break 

10:30 a.m.	 Panel: Maturing Projects – Lessons Learned
	 •	 Moderator: Charlie Gorecki, EERC
	 •	 Gerald Bachmeier, Red Trail Energy, LLC
	 •	 Stacey Dahl, Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc.
	 •	 Ricky Williams, Denbury Resources Inc.

11:30 a.m.	 Pioneer Award Presentation
	 Charlie Gorecki, EERC

12:00 Noon	 Group Photo and Lunch (provided)
				     

PCOR PARTNERSHIP ANNUAL MEETING
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1:30 p.m.	 Panel: Emerging Projects 
	 •	 Moderator: Lynn Helms, North Dakota Industrial Commission (NDIC)
	 •	 Adam Dunlop, Midwest AgEnergy 
	 •	 Jim Dodson, CarbonVault LLC 
	 •	 Wade Boeshans, Summit Carbon Solutions 

2:30 p.m.	 Break

3:00 p.m.	 CCUS and Grid Reliability
	 Mike Nasi, Jackson Walker LLP 

3:20 p.m.	 Panel: Utilization Rate, Carbon Accounting, and LCAs
	 •	 Moderator: John Harju, EERC
	 •	 Steve Melzer, Melzer Consulting 
	 •	 Tom Olle, Lonestar Resources
	 •	 Lynn Helms, NDIC 
	 •	 Fred Eames, Hunton Andrews Kurth LLP 

4:20 p.m.	 Alaska 2022 Preview
	 Brent Sheets, University of Alaska Fairbanks

4:30 p.m.	 Wrap-Up with Regional Vision and Announcements
	 Kevin Connors, EERC

5:00 p.m.	 Adjourn

6:00 p.m.	 Evening Event at StillWest Brewery & Grill*
		
* Funding for external events provided by private donations from special event sponsors.

AGENDA 2021
PCOR PARTNERSHIP ANNUAL MEETING
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for Your Support of
the PCOR Partnership 

Program!

Evening
Networking 
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Mr. Gerald Bachmeier is Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO) of Red Trail Energy, LLC. Mr. 
Bachmeier has served as the company’s 
CEO since July 2010 and has been 
involved in the ethanol industry for the 
past 26 years. He has served as a Plant 
Manager of Morris Ag Energy and Chief 
Marketing Manager of United Ethanol 

Sales. He was instrumental in the design, formation, and 
construction of DENCO, LLC, and was the major role player 
for the acquisition of Morris Ag Energy. Mr. Bachmeier has 
held various board positions with many industry trade 
groups, including the Renewable Fuels Association and the 
Minnesota Coalition for Ethanol. Mr. Bachmeier currently 
serves on the Executive Board for the Renewable Fuels 
Marketing Group and is the President of the North Dakota 
Ethanol Producers Association.

Mr. Jason Begger is the Managing 
Director of the Wyoming Integrated 
Test Center. He was raised on the family 
ranch in eastern Montana, and after 
graduating from college, he moved 
to Washington, D.C., working for two 
members of Montana’s congressional 
delegation. In Washington, he staffed 

the House Agriculture Committee and later the Energy and 
Water Appropriations Subcommittee, focusing on Bureau 
of Reclamation water projects and U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) Office of Fossil Energy funding. In 2006, Mr. 
Begger accepted a position with the Petroleum Association 
of Wyoming before becoming the Manager of Government 
Affairs for Rio Tinto Energy America, which became Cloud 
Peak Energy. From 2015 to 2020, he was the Executive 
Director of the Wyoming Infrastructure Authority and has 
led the Wyoming Integrated Test Center since its formation 
in 2015. Mr. Begger holds a B.A. degree in History from 
Montana State University – Billings and a Master of Business 
Administration from the University of Denver.  

Mr. Wade Boeshans is Executive Vice 
President of Summit Carbon Solutions, 
with leadership responsibility for 
developing Summit’s CO2 sequestration 
in North Dakota. He is a fourth 
generation North Dakotan who grew 
up on his family’s farm near Beulah. 
He is a graduate of North Dakota State 

University (NDSU) with a degree in Civil Engineering, alumni 
of the NDSU Bison football team, and a graduate of the 
University of Minnesota Carlson School Executive Program. 
Mr. Boeshans has 24 years of experience in the energy 
industry across the United States, including 13 years as 
the President of BNI Energy, where he conceptualized and 
initiated development of postcombustion carbon capture 
and storage on a coal-fired electric plant, now known as 
Project Tundra. He serves on the National Coal Council, 
Bismarck State College Foundation Board of Trustees, and 
North Dakota EmPower Commission. Mr. Boeshans is a 
tireless advocate for technology development and its critical 
role in securing a sustainable energy future for our nation.

ANNUAL MEETING 
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Mr. Kevin Connors is a Principal Policy 
& Regulatory Strategist at the Energy & 
Environmental Research Center (EERC), 
where he works with a multidisciplinary 
team of scientists, engineers, and 
business professionals to integrate legal 
and regulatory policy, economics, and 
tax perspectives with applied research 

related to incremental oil recovery, unconventional oil 
recovery, and CO2 capture and geologic storage. He currently 
serves as the Program Manager for the Plains CO2 Reduction 
(PCOR) Partnership Initiative, focused on addressing 
regional capture, transport, use, and storage challenges 
facing commercial carbon capture, utilization, and storage 
(CCUS) deployment. Prior to his position at the EERC, Mr. 
Connors served as a Principal Consultant, Drilling and Well 
Operations, for Equinor Energy. Prior to that, he held several 
positions with the North Dakota Industrial Commission’s  
(NDIC’s) Oil and Gas Division, including CCS Supervisor, 
Pipeline Program Supervisor, Underground Injection Control 
(UIC) Supervisor, and Petroleum Engineer, and served as a 
Wellsite Geologist for Weatherford. He holds a B.S. degree in 
Geology from the University of Montana. 

Ms. Stacey Dahl is Senior Manager of 
External Affairs for Minnkota Power 
Cooperative, based in Grand Forks, North 
Dakota. Originally from Bismarck, North 
Dakota, she received her undergraduate 
degree in Education in 2004 from the 
University of North Dakota (UND). She 
received her J.D. degree in 2008 from the 

UND School of Law. Ms. Dahl served in the North Dakota 
House of Representatives from 2005 to 2012. An attorney, 
she also is a former private practitioner and prosecutor. In 
addition to overseeing public policy efforts for Minnkota, 
Dahl serves on the leadership team, exploring the feasibility 
of Project Tundra, a proposed carbon capture project at the 
coal-fired Young Station in Center, North Dakota.

Mr. Jim Dodson is Vice President – 
Business Development for Carbon Vault 
Holdings LLC, an affiliate of Rampart 
Energy Company. He began his oil and 
gas career in 1984 as an Exploration 
Geologist with Pinnacle Energy, where 
he focused on developing and drilling 
Wyoming oil prospects while attending 

law school at night. After receiving his law degree in 1987, Jim 
practiced oil and gas law with the Denver firm of Poulson, 
Odell & Peterson for 3 years before accepting a position 
with Marathon Oil Company where he was assigned to the 
production department and litigated upstream oil and gas 
issues with an emphasis on royalties and severance tax 
litigation. In 1995, Mr. Dodson joined MCNIC Oil and Gas 
Company where he became MCNIC’s Vice President for the 
western United States and Canada. He was responsible for 
MCNIC’s investment in the Jonah Field in southwest Wyoming, 
the Powder River Basin coalbed methane play in Wyoming, 
and the Lodgepole oil play in North Dakota’s Williston 
Basin. In 1999, he joined Andex Resources LLC as Executive 
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Vice President responsible for business development and 
management of a 200,000-acre exploration and production 
portfolio in Wyoming and an Alaskan exploration project 
encompassing over 500,000 acres. Mr. Dodson joined 
Rampart’s staff in 2006 and has been responsible for business 
development on three production acquisition companies 
formed and managed by Rampart since 2006. When Rampart 
formed Carbon Vault in 2019 to pursue carbon sequestration 
opportunities, Mr. Dodson assumed the business 
development role for Carbon Vault as well. He graduated 
from Michigan State University with a B.S. degree in Geology 
and later received his Juris Doctorate from the University 
of Denver College of Law. He is licensed to practice law in 
Colorado, Michigan, Nevada, and Ohio.

Mr. Adam Dunlop is Director of Regulatory 
and Technical Services with Midwest 
AgEnergy Group (MAG), where he provides 
leadership surrounding regulatory and 
technical services. He has been with the 
company for over 14 years in various 
roles with increasing responsibilities. He 
is passionate about continuous learning, 

clean energy technologies, and preserving the environment 
through sensible regulations. Under his guidance, MAG 
has successfully protected its most critical assets from 
incidents: MAG employees have worked millions of hours 
without losing time due to injury. Mr. Dunlop facilitates 
development and implementation of MAG’s strategic plan, 
working diligently to enable continuous facility improvements 
leading to strong financial performance. His group evaluates, 
selects, and implements projects and new technologies that 
align with core business objectives and long-term goals. 
Under Mr. Dunlop’s direction, MAG has increased market 
opportunities by successfully petitioning for unique carbon 
intensity pathways to various state, federal, and provincial 
governments with renewable or low-carbon fuel standards. 

Mr. Fred Eames is a Partner in 
the Washington, D.C., office of the 
international law firm Hunton Andrews 
Kurth, a firm that specializes in energy 
and environmental work. He spent a 
decade on Capitol Hill, including as 
Counsel to the House Energy & Commerce 
Committee, prior to entering private 

practice. Mr. Eames has worked on CCUS issues for more 
than a decade, forming and running two federal policy 
advocacy groups. He has hosted CCUS financing meetings 
of the international Carbon Sequestration Leadership 
Forum; written extensively, including on issues such 
as CCUS risk management; and advised energy sector 
clients on CCUS projects, including on issues such as UIC 
program regulations, Greenhouse Gas Reporting Program 
requirements, and elements of the Section 45Q tax credit. 
He is also on the Executive Committee of the National 
Coal Council.

Mr. Charles Gorecki is CEO of the EERC, 
where he leads a multidisciplinary 
science, engineering, and support team 
of more than 200 people who focus on 
research and development (R&D) leading 
to demonstration and commercialization 
of innovative energy and environmental 
technologies. The EERC, with its long 

tradition of fossil fuel-related R&D, has broadened its scope 
to include a wide array of strategic energy and environmental 
issues. Mr. Gorecki oversees efforts to address these 
issues through strategic initiatives focused on clean coal 
technologies; oil and gas industry technologies; CCUS; and 
energy and water sustainability, among others. Prior to his 
current position, he served as Director of Subsurface R&D 
at the EERC, where he was responsible for developing and 
managing programs and projects focused on conventional, 
unconventional, and enhanced oil and gas production; 
geologic storage of CO2; geothermal; and other energy 
and environmental research. In this role, he served as 
Program Manager for the PCOR Partnership and the Bakken 
Production Optimization Program, two major collaborative 
industry–government programs. Mr. Gorecki also managed 
or oversaw projects related to the entire CCUS value chain 
and conventional and unconventional oil and gas recovery. He 
holds an M.Eng. degree in Petroleum Engineering and a B.S. 
degree in Geological Engineering from UND.

Mr. Tyler Hamman is a Senior Legislative 
Representative with Basin Electric Power 
Cooperative. Prior to joining Basin Electric 
in 2017, he was the Director of Government 
Affairs for the Lignite Energy Council (LEC) 
as well as Director of the North Dakota 
Transmission Authority. Mr. Hamman 
spent several years working on energy 

and environmental policy in Washington, D.C., as an advisor 
to House Natural Resources Committee Chairman Doc 
Hastings and Public Lands and Environmental Regulation 
Subcommittee Chairman Rob Bishop. He also served as a 
legislative assistant to Representative Wally Herger and on the 
staff of the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
under then-Ranking Member Pete Domenici. He is a graduate 
of Kansas State University.

Mr. John Harju is the Vice President for 
Strategic Partnerships at the EERC, where 
he leads efforts to build and grow dynamic 
working relationships with industry, 
government, and research entities 
globally in support of the EERC’s mission 
to provide practical, pioneering solutions 
to the world’s energy and environmental 

challenges. He represents the EERC regionally, nationally, and 
internationally in advancing its core research priorities: coal 
utilization and emissions, carbon management, oil and gas, 
alternative fuels and renewable energy, and energy–water. 
In addition, he is an Adjunct Lecturer in the Department of 
Petroleum Engineering at UND. Prior to his current position, 
Mr. Harju was the Associate Director for Research at the EERC. 
Before joining the EERC, he was Vice President of Crystal 
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Solutions, LLC, a firm involved in commercial E&P produced 
water management, regulatory permitting and compliance, 
and environmental impact monitoring and analysis. He worked 
for Gas Research Institute (now Gas Technology Institute) as 
Principal Scientist in Produced Water Management and as 
Program Team Leader for Soil, Water, and Waste. He also worked 
at the EERC from 1989 to 1996 in various capacities. Mr. Harju is a 
graduate of UND’s Geology Program and holds an M.Eng. degree 
in Petroleum Engineering. In 2018, he was appointed by the U.S. 
Secretary of Energy to serve on the National Coal Council. He 
was appointed to the National Petroleum Council in 2010. He 
also served on DOE’s Unconventional Resources Technology 
Advisory Committee (URTAC) from 2012 to 2014. Mr. Harju was 
appointed to the Interstate Oil and Gas Compact Commission 
(IOGCC) in 2010, serving on the Energy Resources, Research, 
and Technology Committee and on IOGCC’s Carbon Capture 
and Geological Storage Task Force. Since 2014, Mr. Harju has 
served on the Board of Governors of Mainstream Investors, LLC. 

Mr. Lynn Helms is Director of NDIC’s 
Oil & Gas Division and Director of the 
Department of Mineral Resources (DMR). 
He grew up on a cattle ranch in Harding 
County, South Dakota, where he learned 
the benefits of agriculture, prairie ecology, 
resources, and conservation. Mr. Helms 
holds a B.S. degree in Engineering from 

the South Dakota School of Mines and Technology and an 
M.Eng. degree of Petroleum Engineering from UND. His work 
in the oil industry began as a roughneck working holidays 
and summers during college and has taken him all over the 
world. Most recently, he has served as Director of the NDIC 
Oil & Gas Division since July 1998 and Director of DMR since 
it was formed in July 2005. Before moving to Bismarck, 
North Dakota, to work in state government, he worked as 
a production engineer, reservoir engineer, and asset team 
leader on projects in Abu Dhabi, Alaska, Arkansas, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Montana, New Mexico, North Dakota, Texas, and 
Wyoming. 

Dr. Holly Krutka is the Executive Director 
of the University of Wyoming (UWY)
School of Energy Resources, overseeing 
an interdisciplinary program focused on 
serving the Wyoming energy sector. She 
came to the university after serving as 
the Vice President for Coal Generation 
and Emissions Technologies at Peabody. 

Dr. Krutka has spent much of her career focusing on 
technology and policy pathways to advance carbon capture 
as well as identifying novel, low-emission coal consumption 
opportunities. Dr. Krutka holds three patents focused on 
carbon capture, has served in leadership positions in the 
National Coal Council and the Carbon Utilization Research 
Council, has participated in the Carbon Capture Coalition as a 
judge on the Carbon XPRIZE competition, is a board member of 
the Laramie Chamber and Business Alliance, and is an ex officio 
board member of the Wyoming Energy Authority. Dr. Krutka 
holds a bachelor’s degree, graduating magna cum laude, 
and a Ph.D. degree from the University of Oklahoma, both in 
Chemical Engineering.

Mr. Gavin McCollam has worked at 
Basin Electric Power Cooperative for 
30 years, where his current role is Vice 
President, Engineering & Construction. 
He and his team of 50 engineers and 
technical staff provide support to Basin 
Electric’s existing fleet of coal, natural 
gas, and wind-generating facilities and 

transmission system and coordinate Basin Electric’s capital 
build-out and research and development activities. Mr. 
McCollam began his Basin Electric career at the Great Plains 
Synfuels Plant, and from 2007 to 2012, he served as the 
Project Manager for Deer Creek Station, Basin Electric’s 
only combined-cycle generation facility. He holds a B.S. 
degree in Mechanical Engineering from North Dakota State 
University and an M.S. degree in Systems Management from 
the University of Southern California and is a registered 
Professional Engineer in the state of North Dakota.

Mr. Steve Melzer is a Consulting Engineer 
in Midland, Texas, specializing in CO2 
injection projects, enhanced oil recovery 
(EOR), reservoir properties, and horizontal 
well reservoir depressuring projects. He 
also provides engineering and business 
planning services for a variety of U.S. and 
international commercial clients in the oil 

and gas, industrial gas, coal, and power sectors as well as 
advising policy makers and nongovernmental organizations 
on CO2 EOR and CCS. Mr. Melzer has also originated and 
operated many exploration and production projects in the 
oil and gas sector. He has conducted research on the origin 
and distribution of residual oil zones and their commercial 
exploitation using both CO2 EOR and horizontal wells. Mr. 
Melzer is currently contributing a new scientific explanation 
of mixed and oil wettability in carbonates and certain 
clastic reservoir rocks. He has been the director of the 
annual CO2 Flooding Conference for 26 years and assists 
in organizing the EOR Carbon Management Workshop, 
both held each year in December in Midland, Texas. Mr. 
Melzer has served on the Governor of Texas’s FutureGen 
Board, is a past Director of the University of Texas of the 
Permian Basin’s Petroleum Industry Alliance, serves on the 
PCOR Partnership Technical Advisory Board, and continues 
to serve on several other out-of-state and local advisory 
boards and councils. Mr. Melzer was the recipient of the 
PCOR Partnership Pioneer Award in 2008. He holds a B.S. 
degree in Geological Engineering from Texas A&M and an 
M.S. degree in Engineering from Purdue University. 
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 Mr. Mike Nasi is a partner with Jackson 
Walker LLP in Austin, Texas, where he has 
been practicing before state and federal 
environmental and energy agencies and 
appellate courts for 27 years. He is invited 
to testify as an expert at hearings and 
energy policy events across the country 
and is published in several trade journals 

on environmental and energy law. Among several other “Best 
Lawyer” awards, Mr. Nasi was awarded the Law 360 “Energy 
and Environmental Trailblazer Award” for his role as a central 
player in the development of CCUS incentives and initiatives, 
which includes his roles in Texas as General Counsel to the 
Clean Carbon Technology Foundation, which led to the Petra 
Nova Project, and as a member of the Leadership Committee 
of the University of Houston CCUS Commercialization 
Consortia; in North Dakota as both counsel for the LEC and 
as a member of the EERC Foundation Board; in Wyoming as 
counsel to the Energy Policy Network and its involvement 
with the Wyoming Energy Authority and CCUS project 
developers; in 16 southern states as Special Counsel to the 
Southern States Energy Board; and in Washington as an 
appointed member of the National Coal Council and as a 
resource expert in executive branch policy developments.

Mr. Tom Olle is Vice President – Reservoir 
Engineering of Lonestar Resources and 
has over 40 years of oil and gas industry 
experience in multiple facets of the 
business. He has developed senior-level 
expertise in reservoir management and 
project development in multiple types 
of reservoirs in multiple basins. Mr. Olle 

has managed nonconventional resource development 
projects, including horizontal well field development and 
tertiary recovery projects. He also has significant reserve 
evaluation and reporting, production engineering and 
operations, and business development functions including 
acquisitions divestitures and new ventures. Mr. Olle has held 
senior-level positions of increasing levels of responsibility 
at well-known exploration and production companies. 
Most recently, he was Vice President – Strategic Solutions 
for Encore Acquisition Company but also held executive 
positions responsible for Asset Management and Engineering 
while at Encore. Prior responsibilities included his position as 
Senior Engineering Advisor and Regional Reservoir Engineer 
for Burlington Resources. Mr. Olle holds a B.S. degree in 
Mechanical Engineering with Highest Honors from the 
University of Texas in Austin.

Mr. Scott Quillinan is the Senior Director 
of Research for the School of Energy 
Resources (SER) at the UWY. A geologist by 
training, he focuses his research interests 
on the energy transition and thoughtful 
approaches to decarbonize fossil fuel 
energy systems. Mr. Quillinan began 
his career with the Wyoming Geological 

Survey, where he directed the Groundwater Division and 
founded the Unconventional Resources Division. Prior to his 
current position at SER, he was one of the founding members 

of the Center for Economic Geology Research, known then 
as the Carbon Management Institute. Mr. Quillinan’s current 
programs include Wyoming CarbonSAFE (a commercial-scale 
CO2 geologic storage project at a coal-fired power plant), 
exploration and production of rare-earth elements (REEs) 
and critical materials, and identifying low-carbon approaches 
to traditional energy resource development in the United 
States and China. He earned B.S. and M.S. degrees in Geology 
from the UWY and is a registered Professional Geologist. Mr. 
Quillinan cochaired the Center of Advanced Energy Studies’ 
Innovative Energy Systems Work Group housed at Idaho 
National Laboratories and is a faculty member for the DOE 
Program, Research Experience in Carbon Storage.

Mr. Brent Sheets is Director of the 
Petroleum Development Laboratory at 
the University of Alaska Fairbanks (UAF) 
Institute of Northern Engineering. Wise 
extraction and utilization of Alaska’s 
abundant natural resources are his 
passion. In his role as Director of UAF’s 
Petroleum Development Laboratory, he 

engages industry, state agencies, and university researchers 
to serve the oil and coal industries’ research needs. In 
addition to participating in the PCOR Partnership Initiative, 
he attends to his other projects: North Slope EOR; developing 
a coal gasification plant; and managing a multiparty effort, 
hopefully leading to a REE–critical materials capacity within 
Alaska. Mr. Sheets was Deputy Director of the Alaska Center 
for Energy and Power, where he emphasized developing local 
resources over importing diesel fuel for power generation. 
He was the inaugural Manager of DOE’s Arctic Energy Office, 
originally established to promote research relating to 
developing Alaska’s fossil energy resources for the benefit of 
the nation and to address Alaska’s unique energy needs. 

Mr. Ricky Williams is Vice President – 
North Region with Denbury Inc. He has 
25 years of experience in the energy 
industry and 20 years of implementing 
and operating CO2 and hydrocarbon gas 
EOR floods. At Denbury, Mr. Williams 
has served in a variety of roles, including 
Senior Reservoir Engineer, Reservoir 

Engineering Manager, and Vice President – Gulf Coast 
Region. Previously, he was with Oxy Petroleum as a 
Senior Reservoir Engineering Advisor with responsibility 
for several CO2 floods across the Permian Basin. He also 
worked at Anadarko Petroleum for 10 years in a variety 
of engineering roles in the Permian Basin, Algeria, and 
Wyoming and in strategic planning. He holds the Chartered 
Financial Analyst (CFA) charter and a Texas real estate 
license. Mr. Williams holds a B.S. degree from Texas A&M 
University and an M.S. degree from Stanford University, 
both in Petroleum Engineering. 
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Air Products
Wayne Rowe, Director, Sequestration Development, rowews@airproducts.com

Basin Electric Power Cooperative
Tyler Hamman, Senior Legislative Representative, tylerh@bepc.com
Gavin McCollam, Vice President, Engineering & Construction, gmccollam@bepc.com
Dale Niezwaag, Vice President of Government Relations, dalen@bepc.com

Carbon America
Ashleigh Ross, Senior Director, Policy and Business Development, ashleigh.ross@carbonamerica.com

CarbonVault LLC
James Dodson, Vice President – Business Development, jbd@rampartenergy.com

Catahoula Resources
Stuart Nance, Director – Business Management, snance@catahoularesources.com

Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission
Diana Burn, Eastern Engineering Supervisor, diana.burn@state.co.us
John Morgan, UIC Lead & Geology Advisor, john.morgan@state.co.us
Michael Rigby, Permit/Completion Specialist, michael.rigby@state.co.us

Computer Modelling Group Ltd. 
James Erdle, Vice President – USA & Latin America, jim.erdle@cmgl.ca

Continental Resources, Inc.
Damon Bennett, Engineering Team Lead, Reservoir Solutions, damon.bennett@clr.com
Kyle Neff, Senior Engineer, Business Development, kyle.neff@clr.com

Denbury Resources Inc.
Kate Ryan, Vice President, Gulf Coast Business Unit, kate.ryan@denbury.com
Ricky Williams, Vice President – North Region, ricky.williams@denbury.com

Dennis James Consulting, LLC
Dennis James, President, djamesconsulting@att.net

Devon Energy
Mouin Almasoodi, Principal Reservoir Engineer, mouin.almasoodi@dvn.com
Paul Barbour, Business Development Professional, paul.barbour@dvn.com
Kyle Haustveit, Manager, Reservoir Engineering, kyle.haustveit@dvn.com
Derrick Lippert, Business Development Professional, derrick.lippert@dvn.com
Ken Pfau, Vice President of Geosciences, ken.pfau@dvn.com

E Energy Adams
Jon Cosby, CFO, jcosby@eenergyadams.com

Eagle Energy Partners, LLC
John Temte, General Partner, johntemte@gmail.com 

Eagle Operating Inc.
Bob Mau, CEO, eagleop@yahoo.com

EERC
Heather Altepeter, Administrative Assistant, haltepeter@undeerc.org
Scott Ayash, Assistant Director for Research Management, sayash@undeerc.org
Nicholas Azzolina, Principal Hydrogeologist and Statistician, nazzolina@undeerc.org
Nicholas Bosshart, Assistant Director for Geoscience and Engineering, nbosshart@undeerc.org
Kevin Connors, Principal Policy & Regulatory Strategist, kconnors@undeerc.org
Thomas Doll, Principal Petroleum Engineer, tdoll@undeerc.org
Janelle Ensrud, Senior Project Management Specialist, jensrud@undeerc.org
Charles Gorecki, CEO, cgorecki@undeerc.org
John Hamling, Director of Subsurface Initiatives, jhamling@undeerc.org
John Harju, Vice President for Strategic Partnerships, jharju@undeerc.org
Loreal Heebink, Principal Research Manager, lheebink@undeerc.org
Lonny Jacobson, Principal Operations Specialist, ljacobson@undeerc.org
Ryan Klapperich, Principal Geoscientist, rklapperich@undeerc.org
Scott Klara, Associate Vice President for Strategic Partnerships, sklara@undeerc.org
Beth Kurz, Director of Analytical Solutions, bkurz@undeerc.org
Jason Laumb, Director of Advanced Energy Systems Initiatives, jlaumb@undeerc.org
Wesley Peck, Assistant Director for Subsurface Strategies, wpeck@undeerc.org
Gloria Rodriguez, IT Systems Administrator, grodriguez@undeerc.org
Steven Smith, Principal Geologist, Integrated Analytical Solutions, ssmith@undeerc.org
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James Sorensen, Director of Subsurface R&D, jsorensen@undeerc.org
Josh Stanislowski, Director of Energy Systems Development, jstanislowski@undeerc.org
Edward Steadman, Vice President for Research, esteadman@undeerc.org

Enhanced Oil Recovery Institute
Lon Whitman, Manager – Technical Outreach, lon.whitman@uwyo.edu 

ExxonMobil
Ben Jennette, Reservoir Engineer, benjamin.g.jennette@exxonmobil.com

Hess Corporation
Brian Epperson, Director, EHS, bepperson@hess.com
Brent Lohnes, General Manager, blohnes@hess.com

Hunton Andrews Kurth
Fred Eames, Partner, feames@hunton.com

Jackson Walker LLP
Mike Nasi, Partner, mnasi@jw.com

KAAPA Ethanol Holdings, LLC
Chuck Woodside, CEO, cwoodside@kaapaethanol.com

Kansas Geological Survey
Eugene Holubnyak, CCUS Lead, eugene.h@ku.edu

Kiewit
Bob Slettehaugh, Manager – Carbon Capture, bob.slettehaugh@kiewit.com

KLJ Engineering
Mark Jeske, Market Director, Oil and Gas, mark.jeske@kljeng.com
Dennis Miller, Principal Market Advisor, dennis.miller@kljeng.com

Lignite Energy Council
Michael Holmes, Vice President of Research & Development, mikeholmes@lignite.com 

Lonestar Resources
Tom Olle, Vice President – Reservoir Engineering, tollefw@gmail.com

Marathon Oil Company
Andrew Becker, Bakken Integration Manager, andrewbecker@marathonoil.com
Zac Weis, Government Relations Manager, zaweis@marathonoil.com

Melzer Consulting
Steve Melzer, Managing Partner, melzerls@aol.com

Midwest AgEnergy Group
Adam Dunlop, Director of Regulatory & Technical Services, adunlop@midwestagenergy.com

Minnkota Power Cooperative, Inc.
Stacey Dahl, Senior Manager of External Affairs, sdahl@minnkota.com
Shannon Mikula, Special Projects Counsel, smikula@minnkota.com
Gerry Pfau, Senior Manager of Project Development, gpfau@minnkota.com

Montana–Dakota Utilities Co.
Mark Dihle, Senior Environmental Specialist, mark.dihle@mdu.com

North American Coal/NACCO Natural Resources 
Chris Friez, Land Manager/Attorney, christopher.friez@nacco.com

Nebraska Oil and Gas Conservation Commission
Stan Belieu, Director, sbelieu@nogcc.ne.gov
Todd Boesiger, Deputy Director, tboesiger@nogcc.ne.gov

Nebraska Public Power District
John Swanson, Director, Generation Strategies & Research, jhswans@nppd.com

NITEC LLC
Chet Ozgen, Director, cozgen@nitecllc.com

North Dakota Industrial Commission Department of Mineral Resources
Stephen Fried, CCUS Supervisor, sjfried@nd.gov
Lynn Helms, Director, lhelms@nd.gov
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North Dakota Petroleum Council
Brady Pelton, General Counsel & Director of Government Affairs, bpelton@ndoil.org

ONEOK, Inc.
John O’Dell, Vice President, Renewables and International Business Development, jodell@oneok.com
Jamie Randall, Director, Commercial Development, james.randall@oneok.com
Chad Schneeberger, Director, Project Development, chad.schneeberger@oneok.com
Nicole Scott, Director, Federal Government Affairs, nicole.scott@oneok.com
Danette Welsh, Director, Government Relations, dwelsh@oneok.com

Rainbow Energy Center, LLC
Ryan Davis, Energy Director, r.davis@rainbowenergy.com
Jeff Jonson, Executive Vice President, j.jonson@rainbowenergy.com
Loren Kopseng, CEO, lkopseng@rainbowgas.com
Ryan Kopseng, Executive Vice President, Rainbow Energy Corporation, rkopseng@rainbowgas.com
Stacy Tschider, President, Rainbow Energy Corporation, s.tschider@rainbowenergy.com
Ethan Vaagene, Principal Engineer, evaagene@grenergy.com

Red Trail Energy, LLC
Gerald Bachmeier, CEO, gerald@redtrailenergy.com
Dustin Willett, COO, dustin@redtrailenergy.com

Resolute Engineering
Taylor Lagorin, Vice President of Business Development, taylor.lagoring@resolute-engineering.com

Schlumberger Carbon Services
Erik Borchardt, Engineer, eborchardt@slb.com
John Keller, Technical Sales Engineer, jkeller2@slb.com
Robert Laronga, Evaluation Services Domain Lead, laronga1@slb.com

Seismos, Inc.
Steven Bourgoyne, Operations Manager, steven.bourgoyne@seismos.com

Silixa LLC
Thomas Coleman, General Manager – E&I North America, thomas.coleman@silixa.com

Steiner Oil & Gas LLC
Greg Steiner, Exploration Manager, nodakgs.hrr@midconetwork.com

Summit Carbon Solutions
Wade Boeshans, Executive Vice President, wboeshans@summitcarbon.com

Trimeric Corporation
Joe Lundeen, Vice President/Project Manager, joe.lundeen@trimeric.com

University of Alaska Fairbanks
Brent Sheets, Director, Petroleum Development Laboratory, bjsheets2@alaska.edu

University of Illinois
Sallie Greenberg, Principal Scientist, sallieg@illinois.edu

University of Wyoming
Selena Gerace, Research Scientist, sgerace@uwyo.edu
Holly Krutka, Executive Director of School of Energy Resources, hkrutka@uwyo.edu
J. Fred McLaughlin, Director of Center for Economic Geology Research, derf1@uwyo.edu
Erin Phillips, Research Scientist, (605) 591-2717, ephilli8@uwyo.edu
Scott Quillinan, Senior Director of Research, School of Energy Resources, scottyq@uwyo.edu

Vault 44.01 
Brody Loster, Geologist, brody@vault4401.com

Whiting Petroleum Corporation
Jerry Fiore, Environmental Principal, jerry.fiore@whiting.com
Scott Szymanski, Operations Services Manager, scott.szymanski@whiting.com

Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality
Lily Barkau, Groundwater Section Manager, lily.barkau@wyo.gov
Nicole Twing, Geology Supervisor, nicole.twing@wyo.gov

Wyoming Integrated Test Center
Jason Begger, Managing Director, jason@armatureadvocacy.com
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The PCOR Partnership has been an 18-year collaboration of over 120 U.S. and Canadian 
organizations drawn from industry, government, and research organizations. Led and 
managed by the EERC and supported by DOE, the PCOR Partnership has identified 
outstanding regional CCUS potential and demonstrated secure CO2 storage at the 
industrial scale. The DOE award for the PCOR Partnership Initiative will allow the EERC and 
partners to continue developing a regional CCUS vision and accelerate project deployment.

PCOR Partnership Program at a Glance:
•	 PCOR Partnership Phase I, 2003–2005, regional CCUS characterization
•	 PCOR Partnership Phase II, 2005–2008, field validation projects and public outreach
•	 PCOR Partnership Phase III, 2007–2019, large-scale demonstration project, public 		
	 outreach, and refined regional assessment

•	 PCOR Partnership Initiative, 2019–2024, identify and address regional storage and 		
	 transport challenges facing commercial CCUS deployment

Membership in the PCOR Partnership Initiative will provide unique opportunities 
to develop working relationships with stakeholders from across the region and 
encompassing all aspects of the CCUS value chain. Become a partner in the new PCOR 
Partnership Initiative!

For more information, please contact:
Kevin Connors , PCOR Partnership Program Manager
kconnors@undeerc.org
701.777.5236

ABOUT THE PARTNERSHIP

PCOR
PARTNERSHIP
INITIATIVE
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